There are grave concerns in our community regarding the diminishing koala population on
the Peninsula. Victoria needs a plan to safeguard their survival. The Shire is holding a free
public meeting and inviting relevant politicians, interest groups and experts to attend.
Council will also encourage other municipalities to push for action by the State government.
Further information contact Cr.David Gill david.gill@mornpen.vic.gov.au
26 March 6-10pm Peninsula Commuity Theatre Mornington

Hello Somers Residents,
May I, on behalf of the Somers Residents Association, wish you all the best for our new year
of 2020 and trust you and your families had a bright and happy festive season.
With the start of the new year the SRA Committee has continued its activities from December 2019. I list these
activities for your information.
Firstly, with Mornington Shire Council we are working on the following: 




Wayfinding Project
Thoroughfare vegetation removal
Pathways programme
Coastal Village Study

Other items of interest:  We have a new committee member in Libby Moore. Libby is a long-term resident of Somers and her valuable
input on the committee is very welcome.
 We have introduced a new way for members to pay their subscriptions.
You will find more information about our new member and our subscription changes elsewhere in this newsletter.
On a different note, in view of the horrific bushfire season in this state we have approached the Somers Country Fire
Authority Brigade Commander who has undertaken to present to the community a discussion on the options open
to residents should we be threatened with a bushfire in or near our village, and to hear and respond to your
concerns.
Recent times sessions like this have been poorly attended, so to avoid a similar outcome, would residents who have
an interest in having a better understanding of what their “fire plan” might be, are asked to email the SRA if they
wish to attend. After we have received these replies, we shall nominate a time and venue for this session.
Because of the involvement of committee members attending MPSC meetings and other Council activities relevant
to Somers, it is becoming increasingly difficult to satisfactorily share the time allocations. We urgently need some
new committee people to join us and help perform these important tasks.
If any Somers Residents Association Member would like to become a committee member, please advise our Hon.
Secretary John Copeland by email info@somers.org.au
Enjoy the remainder of our somewhat short summer.

Gerry Lewis

Each committee meeting we set aside the first half hour (7:00pm) for residents for their concerns and
suggestions. Our next meeting is Tuesday, 3 March. Please contact the Hon. Sec. info@somers.org.au if you
wish to attend.

Renewals will be sent out by mail in March 2020. Your fees are unchanged at $10 per person or $20 per
couple. The membership year will now be from the 1 July to 30 June, corresponding to the SRA’s financial
year. For payment online, the SRA’s preferred option, please use your names as the bank reference. If you
wish to pay by cash or cheque, there will be a remittance advice to be returned. If you have changed your
names, address, phone numbers email etc. It is important that you advise us by using the remittance form.
If you wish to join the SRA (we need your support) please go to our web site https://www.somers.org.au

All residents will be receiving a letter explain how they may be affected.
Below is an extract from that letter. It is been suggested by the Shire officers that if you have any concerns
before these works start you should contact:
Dean Higgins Arboriculture Operations Manager on 0416 148 725 or the Shire’s Customer Service on 1300 850 600”
“Further information regarding vegetation management is available on their website”
http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Building-Planning/Shire-Maintenance/Trees-Vegetation
“Trees and shrubs will be pruned so that they are clear of road edges, pathways, street signs and intersections,
maintaining safe access for traffic and pedestrians.”
“Pruning of trees is undertaken in accordance with best practice methods and clearance zones are determined by the
classification of the road and pavement. Please refer to the table below as a guide”.
VEGETATION CLEARANCES FOR AVP CUTBACK
Road/Pavement Type

Pruning
Height

Pruning width (behind kerb, table
drain, guidepost, guard rail or road
shoulder)

Footpath

2.4m

0.5m

Suburban Street

3.75m

1.5m

Main Road

5m

2m

“Some trees encroaching into the clearance zones for roads and footpaths may need to be removed to ensure safe
access is maintained. “
“Private vegetation encroaching public roads and footpaths is also required to be kept clear of encroachment zones.
Responsibility for pruning of trees extending from private property remains the responsibility of the property owner.
Residents should assess and prune private vegetation over footpaths for clear pedestrian access.”

If you have any interesting articles and or any comments, concerns, please address them to
the SRA Secretary info@somers.org.au

