
See what’s in store at Somers General 

Somers General Store is undergoing a rebirth which will see it re-emerge as one of the focal 

points for the local community. 

New owners, local residents Dean Atkins and Zoe Proctor, have renamed the store Somers 

General and have given the building a total makeover. 

Dean said they aimed to be open on Saturday 19 October and the opening hours would 

initially be 7.30 am to 5pm seven days. These would probably be extended in summer to 

cater for the village’s enlarged population. 

The 75-seat café has a new chef, James Douglas, who previously delighted the palate of 

guests at Qualia on Queensland’s Hamilton Island and more recently at Maxwell Winery. 

Dean and Zoe live in Somers and their children attend Somers Primary School and they have 

a strong attachment to the local community. 

The couple have a track record in the hospitality industry, most recently running a café and 

coffee roasting business in Gardenvale. 

Dean said that James’ menu will focus on comfort food and classics done well with creative 

flair. Dishes such as apple bircher with pecan crumble, black pudding with smoked beetroot 

puree and torched avocado, fermented slaw and horseradish crème fraiche.  

In summer with the planned extended opening hours, the lunch menu, which will include 

such favourites as glazed pork belly with puffed crackle, salt and pepper calamari and cured 

ocean trout with cucumber and sea succulents, would be extended through to the early 

evening. 

“The aim is to offer a simple, easy to approach menu that everyone can enjoy,” Dean said. 
 

It is also planned to offer locally prepared takeaway meals for those who don’t want to cook 

every day. The stores fridge will be stocked with cheeses, meats, and pickled and fermented 

vegetables. 

As well as the food Dean and Zoe are going to offer a range of staples such as coffee, dairy, 

breads and eggs in a revamped general store section which will also feature a small range of 

homewares. 

And the good news for those people who want to keep abreast of what is happening locally 

and overseas newspapers will again be available at the Somers General. 


