
THE COOLART CONSERVATION APPEAL 

preserving the past, securing the future 

May 2019 

 

   RESTORE GLORIOUS COOLART 
 

 
 

   Coolart Wetlands and Homestead, Somers, Mornington Peninsula 
 

 

Coolart Wetlands and Homestead is a heritage estate located in Somers, on the Mornington 

Peninsula. The late nineteenth-century Second Empire homestead with its mansard roof is an 

architectural gem, and the formal gardens extend into renowned wetlands. The estate is owned 

by the state government on behalf of the people of Victoria and managed by Parks Victoria. 
 
Coolart is an old estate and its buildings need ongoing care and attention. Many rooms in the 

homestead are vulnerable or closed due to decay and are in urgent need of restoration; the roof 

requires waterproofing and other buildings need conservation works. 

 
The Friends of Coolart are assisting Parks Victoria to ensure Coolart’s unique heritage and 

environmental values are preserved and showcased. A vibrant Coolart that is open to the 

public, community groups, creatives and artists, environmentalists and educators. 
 

However, more funding is needed to complete vital restoration works at Coolart. 
 

To achieve this a fundraising appeal has been established – and we are seeking your support to 

restore Coolart, a place of significance and an important part of the Mornington Peninsula’s 

rich history. 
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preserving the past, securing the future 

 
  
  

THE COOLART CONSERVATION FUND 

The Coolart Conservation Fund has been established by Friends of Coolart, in partnership with 

the Australian Communities Foundation (ACF) and the People and Parks Foundation. 
 

Funds raised will help to preserve and revitalise Coolart Wetlands and Homestead, and provide a 

strong foundation for years to come. Our aim is to: 

 

- Support restoration projects for the Coolart homestead and outbuildings 

- Support projects that extend and improve access for all visitors to the Coolart estate. 
 

PRIORITY PROJECTS 

Two priority projects have been identified for the Coolart estate and appeals are now underway. 
 

Conservation: The Heritage Buildings Appeal 

Urgent repair and restoration of plasterwork in the upstairs rooms of the Coolart homestead, 

currently closed due to decay. Restoration will mean they are once again open and in use. 

Funds will also be used to preserve and repair outbuildings on the estate. 

Environment: The All-Abilities Access Trail Appeal 

Creation of an all-abilities trail and indigenous heritage walk through the grounds of the 

Coolart estate for use by all visitors. An accessible walking trail for various mobility modes, 

highlighting areas of significance, enabling more people to experience Coolart’s environment 

and gardens. 
 
A PROMISING START ... BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP 

These are large projects and significant capital is required to undertake and complete them. 
 

Parks Victoria has commenced roof repairs on the Coolart homestead. The Friends of Coolart 

have been successful in securing a Pick My Project grant of $196,000 to begin restoration of 

internal rooms, but more capital is required. 

The Coolart Conservation Fund aims to raise another $500,000 to enable this important work to 

be completed, to restore Coolart to its full glory. 
 

 

HELP US RESTORE COOLART: TARGET $500,000 

Please consider giving to the Coolart Conservation Fund. Your donation will support these 

priority projects.  Also, if you are able to offer expertise or other support, we would love to hear 

from you. Donate online or by cheque, details are on our website.  
 

DONATE NOW ONLINE AT: coolart.org.au 

Donations to the ACF Sub-fund: Friends of Coolart are tax deductible.   
 

To discuss a specific donation or bequest, or to find out more about the Coolart Conservation 

Fund and priority projects, please contact Friends of Coolart at:  info@coolart.org.au 

mailto:info@coolart.org.au

